
Better Graphs
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When categories lack a natural order, organize them from highest to lowest.

Figures are easier to understand in two dimensions.

Avoid the unnecessary use of color.



X
Ja

nu
ar

y
Fe

br
ua

ry
M

ar
ch

Ap
ril

M
ay

Ju
ne Ju
ly

Au
gu

st

Ja
nu

ar
y

Fe
br

ua
ry

M
ar

ch

Ap
ril

M
ay

Ju
ne Ju
ly

Au
gu

st

Ja
nu

ar
y

Fe
br

ua
ry

M
ar

ch
Ap

ril
M

ay
Ju

ne Ju
ly

Au
gu

st

X

X

Do not clutter �gure.

Use only one graph when there is a common axis.

Avoid confusing graphs.
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Use histograms rather than pie charts. They are easier to compare.

Avoid indirect labels.

Guide by: Julián Monge-Nájera ©2018. Adviser: Juan B. Chavarría.
Reference:
Kosslyn, S. M. (2006). Graph Design for the Eye and Mind. Oxford University Press, New York.

Make sure your �gure is crisp.


