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ha brindado. Gracias John!

We want to dedicate this special issue of Revista de Biología Tropical to Dr. John M. Lawrence, 
who has been a pillar for the research in echinoderms throughout his entire career in Latin America. 
Since its first publication in the Caribbean of Costa Rica, to his next papers and collaborations in 
Ecuador, Chile, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia and Mexico, John has always known to be a great 
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Grupo de participantes del 1er Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos (Fotografía cortesía de JJ Alvarado)/ Group of 
participants of the 1st Latin American Echinoderm Congress (Photo courtesy of JJ Alvarado).

Grupo de participantes del 2nd Congreso Latinoamericano de Equinodermos (Fotografía cortesía de Rafael Moura)/ Group 
of participants of the 2nd Lati Aamerican Echinoderm Congress (Photo courtesy of Rafael Moura).
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Prólogo

Este es el cuarto producto en publicación de la Red Iberoamericana de Equinodermos (RIE), 
luego de haber publicado en el 2005 y 2008, los dos primeros suplementos de Revista de Biología 
Tropical “Estudios Latinoamericanos en Equinodermos I y II”, y de haber publicado en el 2012 
bajo la editorial Springer el libro “Echinoderm Research and Diversity in Latin America”. En esta 
oportunidad, varios de los trabajos que son incluidos en este suplemento fueron presentados en los 
dos primeros congresos Latinoamericamos en Equinodermos (CLE). El primer congreso se llevó a 
cabo en noviembre del 2011 en Puerto Madryn, Argentina, mientras que el segundo se llevó a cabo 
en la ciudad de São Sebastião, Brasil, en octubre del 2013. En el 1er CLE participaron 112 personas 
para un total de 76 presentaciones orales y 54 posters, mientras que en el 2nd CLE participaron 61 
personas con 40 presentaciones orales y 36 posters.

Prologue

This is the fourth product in publication of the Iberoamerican Network of Echinoderms 
(INE), having published in 2005 and 2008, the first two issues of the Revista de Biología Tropi-
cal “Research on Echinoderms in Latin America I and II”, and in 2012 under Springer the book 
“Echinoderm Research and Diversity in Latin America”. In this opportunity, we included several 
papers that were presented in the first two Latin American Echinoderm Congress (LEC). The first 
congress was held in November 2011 in Puerto Madryn, Argentina, while the second was held in 
the city of São Sebastião, Brazil, in October 2013. In the 1st LEC 112 people participated for a total 
of 76 oral presentations and 54 posters, while in the 2nd LEC involved 61 participants with 40 oral 
presentations and 36 posters.
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