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The importance of the study: As tropical freshwater fish species are highly vulnerable to
human induced extinctions the efforts and policy planning for freshwater fish conservation
need to be supported by scientific studies that are carried out under field conditions. Though,
ichthiyotoxic plant, Tephrosia is used in [ish poisoning in all the continents in the world the
impacts of this fishing practice on wild fish assemblages have not been studied before. Results
of our study demonstrate the local extinction of some fish species and reduction of abundance
of some other fish species due to fish poisoning by Tephrosia candida in streams at the
boundary of Sinharaja forest, Sri Lanka.
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